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(4) Capacity building. Each State plan 
shall describe— 

(i) How the State educational agency 
(SEA) will help each LEA and school 
affected by the State plan to develop 
the capacity to comply with each of 
the requirements of sections 
1112(c)(1)(D), 1114(b), and 1115(c) of the 
Act that is applicable to the LEA and 
school; and 

(ii) Other factors the State deems ap-
propriate, which may include oppor-
tunity-to-learn standards or strategies 
developed under the Goals 2000: Edu-
cate America Act, to provide students 
an opportunity to achieve the knowl-
edge and skills described in the chal-
lenging content standards developed or 
adopted by the State. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6311)

§ 200.2 State responsibilities for devel-
oping challenging standards. 

(a) Standards in general. (1) A State 
shall develop or adopt challenging con-
tent and student performance stand-
ards that will be used by the State, its 
LEAs, and its schools to carry out this 
subpart. 

(2) Standards under this subpart 
must include— 

(i) Challenging content standards in 
academic subjects that— 

(A) Specify what children are ex-
pected to know and be able to do; 

(B) Contain coherent and rigorous 
content; and 

(C) Encourage the teaching of ad-
vanced skills; and 

(ii) Challenging student performance 
standards that— 

(A) Are aligned with the State’s con-
tent standards; 

(B) Describe two levels of high per-
formance—proficient and advanced—
that determine how well children are 
mastering the material in the State’s 
content standards; and 

(C) Describe a third level of perform-
ance—partially proficient—to provide 
complete information to measure the 
progress of lower-performing children 
toward achieving to the proficient and 
advanced levels of performance. 

(b) Standards for all children. A State 
that has developed or adopted content 
standards and student performance 
standards for all students under title 
III of the Goals 2000: Educate America 

Act or under another process, or will 
develop or adopt such standards by the 
beginning of the 1997–1998 school year, 
shall use those standards, modified, if 
necessary, to conform with the require-
ments in paragraph (a) of this section 
and § 200.3, to carry out this subpart. 

(c) Standards for children served under 
this subpart. (1) If a State will not have 
developed or adopted content and stu-
dent performance standards for all stu-
dents by the beginning of the 1997–1998 
school year, or does not intend to de-
velop those standards, the State shall 
develop content and student perform-
ance standards for elementary and sec-
ondary school children served under 
this subpart in subject areas as deter-
mined by the State, but including at 
least mathematics and reading/lan-
guage arts. These standards must— 

(i) Include the same knowledge, 
skills, and levels of performance ex-
pected of all children; 

(ii) Meet the requirements in para-
graph (a) of this section and § 200.3; and 

(iii) Be developed by the beginning of 
the 1997–1998 school year. 

(2) If a State has not developed con-
tent and student performance stand-
ards in mathematics and reading/lan-
guage arts for elementary and sec-
ondary school children served under 
this subpart by the beginning of the 
1997–1998 school year, the State shall 
then adopt a set of standards in those 
subjects such as the standards con-
tained in other State plans the Sec-
retary has approved. 

(3) If and when a State develops or 
adopts standards for all children, the 
State shall use those standards to 
carry out this subpart. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6311(b))

§ 200.3 Requirements for adequate 
progress. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, each State shall de-
termine, based on the State assessment 
system described in § 200.1, what con-
stitutes adequate yearly progress of— 

(1) Any school served under this sub-
part toward enabling children to meet 
the State’s student performance stand-
ards; and 

(2) Any LEA that receives funds 
under this subpart toward enabling 
children in schools served under this 
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subpart to meet the State’s student 
performance standards. 

(b) Adequate yearly progress must be 
defined in a manner that— 

(1) Results in continuous and sub-
stantial yearly improvement of each 
school and LEA sufficient to achieve 
the goal of all children served under 
this subpart, particularly economically 
disadvantaged and limited-English pro-
ficient children, meeting the State’s 
proficient and advanced levels of per-
formance; 

(2) Is sufficiently rigorous to achieve 
that goal within an appropriate time-
frame; and 

(3) Links progress primarily to per-
formance on the State’s assessment 
system under § 200.4, while permitting 
progress to be established in part 
through the use of other measures, 
such as dropout, retention, and attend-
ance rates. 

(c) For any year in which a State 
uses transitional assessments under 
§ 200.4(e), the State shall devise a proce-
dure for identifying schools under 
§ 200.5 and LEAs under § 200.6 that relies 
on accurate information about the con-
tinuous and substantial yearly aca-
demic progress of each school and LEA. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6311(b)(2), (7)(B))

§ 200.4 State responsibilities for as-
sessment. 

(a)(1) Each State shall develop or 
adopt a set of high-quality yearly stu-
dent assessments, including assess-
ments that measure performance in at 
least mathematics and reading/lan-
guage arts, that will be used as the pri-
mary means of determining the yearly 
performance of each school and LEA 
served under this subpart in enabling 
all children participating under this 
subpart to meet the State’s student 
performance standards. 

(2) A State may satisfy this require-
ment if the State has developed or 
adopted a set of high-quality yearly 
student assessments in other academic 
subjects that measure performance in 
mathematics and reading/language 
arts. 

(b) Assessments under this section 
must meet the following requirements: 

(1) Be the same assessments used to 
measure the performance of all chil-

dren, if the State measures the per-
formance of all children. 

(2)(i) Be aligned with the State’s 
challenging content and student per-
formance standards; and 

(ii) Provide coherent information 
about student attainment of the 
State’s content and student perform-
ance standards. 

(3)(i)(A) Be used for purposes for 
which the assessments are valid and re-
liable; and 

(B) Be consistent with relevant, na-
tionally recognized professional and 
technical standards for those assess-
ments. 

(ii) Assessment measures that do not 
meet these requirements may be in-
cluded as one of the multiple measures 
if the State includes in its State plan 
sufficient information regarding the 
State’s efforts to validate the measures 
and to report the results of those vali-
dation studies. 

(4) Measure the proficiency of stu-
dents in the academic subjects in 
which a State has adopted challenging 
content and student performance 
standards. 

(5) Be administered at some time dur-
ing— 

(i) Grades 3 through 5; 
(ii) Grades 6 through 9; and 
(iii) Grades 10 through 12. 
(6) Involve multiple approaches with-

in an assessment system with up-to-
date measures of student performance, 
including measures that assess com-
plex thinking skills and understanding 
of challenging content. 

(7) Provide for— 
(i) Participation in the assessment of 

all students in the grades being as-
sessed; 

(ii) Reasonable adaptations and ac-
commodations for students with di-
verse learning needs necessary to 
measure the achievement of those stu-
dents relative to the State’s standards; 
and 

(iii)(A) Inclusion of limited-English 
proficient students who shall be as-
sessed, to the extent practicable, in the 
language and form most likely to yield 
accurate and reliable information on 
what those students know and can do 
to determine the students’ mastery of 
skills in subjects other than English. 
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